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Communication

EMAIL
Subscribe on-line through the link below or contact the church office to get 
on our email list. http://bit.ly/2aP2oVQ

WEBSITE
rpcjax.org
•	 Read more details about an event
•	 Find out what’s going on
•	 Listen to past sermons

SOCIAL MEDIA
•	 Facebook.com/rpcjax
•	 See live posts from all kinds of events and programs happening at RPC. 

PRINTED PUBLICATIONS
We produce a monthly publication called “Messenger” as well as a smaller 
weekly “Messenger.” The monthly publication is also available on-line. 
If you would like to receive either of these  in print form, contact Jennie 
Bibb  355-4585 x16 

iRiverside
Register and pay for events or trips; view your financial statement; set up 
on-line giving; view the membership directory; view church calendars;
edit your personal information. Go to rpcjax.org	and	click	on	iRiverside.
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Sunday Morning  9:30 am

Adults, Youth, Children,
Preschoolers and Infants

Sunday Worship Times

8:30 am – Worship and Holy Communion

9:30 am – Sunday School

11 am –  Worship

The first Sunday of each month we celebrate 
Holy Communion during the 11 am service.

Sunday M
orning 



Sunday Adult Ongoing Classes
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Herb Underwood Class
Education	Building:	Thompson	Parlor																					
Teachers:	Joe	Meux	&	Clay	Boone
This is a friendly  and welcoming adult Bible study that meets 
throughout the year and follows the International Sunday School 
Lessons. 

The Bridge Class
Education	Building:	Library																						
Teacher:	Shared	Leadership
The Bridge class is a group of younger and middle-aged adults that 
focus on discussion and fellowship through book studies and Bible 
studies throughout the year.

Ragsdale/Pratt-Dannals Bible Study
Williams	Building:	Second	Floor	Library
Teachers:	Rev.	John	Ragsdale	and	Dr.	Ed	Pratt-Dannals
These 2 popular Riverside teachers will study Luke through December. 
Luke sets out to provide ‘an orderly account of the events that have 
been fulfilled among us’ (1.1).  The events, of course, are the startling, 
dangerous, and ultimately joyful encounters in the life and ministry of 
Jesus of Nazareth.  Luke shows the divine necessity of Jesus’ mission 
and how his life, death and resurrection are a fulfillment of Hebrew 
scripture.  

Meditation
Education	Building:	Room	312																							
Facilitator:	Nancy	Splane
Both experienced meditators and beginners are welcome. Come 
weekly or drop in - as in the meditation, nothing is expected or 
required.



Sunday Adult Ongoing Classes Sunday M
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Dissecting Poverty
Williams	Building:	Second	Floor	Music	Room	
Teachers:	Vicky	Watkins	and	Rick	Cartlidge
Poverty has many facets including housing, criminal justice, education, 
jobs and more. This discussion-oriented class, facilitated by Vicky 
Watkins and Rick Cartlidge from the Sanctuary on 8th Street, will dig 
deeper into the issues that create and sustain poverty in this country. 
Resources used will include interviews and insights from several 
experts and authors with special emphasis on The Wire, an award-
winning HBO drama centered on the lives of kids growing up in 
Baltimore, Maryland as well as Bill Moyer’s interviews of the creator of 
The Wire, David Simon. This class runs through December 18.

Holy Grounds-Bittinger Hall
If you just need a place to have some great coffee and join others in 
casual conversation and fellowship, please join us in Bittinger during 
the Sunday School hour. 

Women’s Small Group Bible Study 
For women of All Ages
Williams	Building:		Second	Floor	Conference	Room
Teachers:	Janie	Jones	and	Sherrie	Webb
Join this new small group that is beginning this fall for women of all 
ages. The group will use Immersion Bible Study and will begin with the 
book of John. This group of women will enjoy meaningful Bible study 
and conversation. This class requires a registration. The group will be 
limited to 12 members. 



Sunday Electives for Adults
Education Building Room 302-303
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September	4-	25

The Psalms                                    
Teacher:	Dr.	Jay	Wright
Dr. Wright will explore the hymn book of the Hebrew Bible, beloved 
to both Jews and Christians.  They are some of the world’s best known 
poetry and have been central to monastic Christianity’s daily life in 
both the East (Greek and other Orthodox traditions) and the West 
(Latin).  Many Reformers made them central to their liturgies in the 
language of the country of their churches.  Many of the psalms have 
been paraphrased into popular hymns and many are spectacular 
choral music.  The Psalms are divided into 5 books and the class will 
explore highlights of each book and do close readings of selected 
Psalms.

Additional short-term offerings beginning in January 2017

October	2-23	 

Personality and Spiritual Gifts
Teacher:	To	Be	Announced



Sunday Electives for Adults
Education Building Room 302-303

Sunday M
orning 
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October	30-November	20

Howard Thurman: Jesus and the Disinherited
Teacher:	Rev.	Steve	Goyer
Is it possible that we, by far mostly WASP’s (white Anglo Saxon 
protestants) can get an inkling of the plight of black people and 
what in their eyes justice looks like? We will be looking specifically 
at Howard Thurman’s book “Jesus and the Disinherited.” Thurman, 
a black preacher and theologian, attempts to explain and explore 
“what the teachings of Jesus have to say to those who stand at a 
moment in human history with their backs to the wall…the poor, 
the dispossessed, the disinherited.” This will force us to explore 
the roots of our own racism as well as the possibility of finding 
redemption. It is now more timely than ever. 

November	27-December	18

Advent Series
Teacher:	To	Be	Announced



Confirmation (8th grade)

Education Building: Room 310–311
(Class schedule will be given to 8th grade parents for special events/dates)
Teachers:	Diane	Tuttle,	Chris	Wrenn,	Jessica	Andes,	Bill	Hoff	and	
Breanna	Sooter

Throughout this school year we will look at God’s relevance to our 
lives by identifying the core values and beliefs that we hold. Youth 
will be challenged to consider the meaning of baptism and Christian 
lifestyle. Through group discussion as well as group retreats, service 
projects and time with adult mentors, this class will prepare those 
choosing to be Confirmed as members of the church on May 14, 2017.

Important Dates: 
Be on the lookout for the Confirmation calendar which will have 
specific dates for service projects, field trips, special classes and more! 

Day Retreat at Camp Montgomery, date TBA
(for Confirmation class and teachers) 

Thursday October 8 
Serving dinner at the Sulzbacher Center

Sunday May 14
Confirmation Sunday
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6th + 7th Grade

9th-12th Grade 

“Ancestors:” People of the Old 
and New Testament
Education	Building:	Room	304
Teachers:	Mandy	Alvarez,	Breanna	Sooter,	TBA

Ancestors is an animated DVD-based curriculum created to engage 
our young people in relationships and practical applications of 
people of the Old and New Testaments. We will be learning about 
Noah, Moses, Rahab, Samson, Mary and Martha, the Disciples and 
so much more. Come join us for some fun! 

High School Sunday School 
Youth	Building	(729	Post	St)	
Teachers:	Mark	Rosenberg,	Lynne	Matson,	Tracy	Tousey	
and	Breanna	Sooter

Sometimes our high schoolers need places of reprieve; a break 
from the busyness of school and life. Since our youth go to so 
many different schools, Sunday School is one of the places where 
they can gather and share about their lives, ask for advice, respond 
to challenging questions by their teachers and in turn learn more 
about themselves, each other and, most importantly, their faith 
journey. 
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Godly Play for Preschoolers 9:30 am
Williams Building Room 103  

Teachers:	Sarah	Cotchaleovitch,	Margaret	McDowell,	Julia	Davis,	
Wendy	Mueller

Godly Play is a Montessori-based program especially designed 
for young children. In Godly Play, manipulatives (wooden pieces 
representing places and characters in the Bible stories) are used as the 
story is being told.

Nursery

Infant and Preschool
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Williams Building Rooms 104-105

The Riverside Presbyterian Church nursery staff is well trained and 
takes great care to provide love, safety and formation activities in the 
nursery. The nursery is available during Sunday morning worship 
services and Sunday School, as well as many other weekly meetings, 
classes and services.



Children

Kindergarten through 5th grade

Kindergarten
Education Building Room 301
Teachers: George and Judy 
Gabel, Pat Setzer, Beth 
Touchton
  

2nd-3rd Grade

Education Building Room 307
Teachers: Dick Schwalbe, Ryan 
Prince, Stacey Halkovitch

1st Grade
Education Building Room 305
Teachers: Bookie Zeigler and 
Nancy Warner

4th-5th Grade

Education Building Room 306
Teachers: Cliff Huber and Paul 
Heeg

10
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These elementary classes meet on the third floor in the Education 
Building. The curriculum is DWELL. The stories are experiential, 
age appropriate and we have amazing teachers.
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August 28 - Youth Program Kickoff, 
all youth and parents invited (6th-12th grade)

Sept 4 - OFF (Labor Day)
Sept 11 - Middle School Youth Group
Sept 18 - High School Youth Group
Sept 25 - RPC / South Jax Youth 
Group Combined: OFFSITE
— 
Oct 2 - Provide childcare for adult 
Kickball Tournament - 4:30-6:30 pm
you can get service hours @ RPC!
Oct 9 - High School Youth Group
Oct 16 - OFF (due to Middle 
School Retreat) 
Oct 23 - RPC / South Jax Youth 
Group Combined : OFFSITE
Oct 30 - Costume Party and 
Service Project (6th-12th)

Nov 6 - Middle School Youth Group, 
(12-2 pm, with lunch) 
Nov 13 - High School Youth Group 
(12-2 pm, with lunch) 
Nov 20 - Service Project (6th-12th) 
Nov 27 - OFF (Thanksgiving wknd) 
—
Dec 4 - OFF (Christmas 
Concert and Dinner) 
Dec 11 -  RPC / South Jax Youth
Group Combined : OFFSITE
Dec 18 - Luminaria Night
Dec 25 - OFF (Christmas Day) 
—
Jan 1 - OFF (New Year’s Day) 
Jan 8 - Middle School Youth Group

Sunday Youth Group

Sunday night “youth group” is going to look a little different this year. 
It is our goal that every young person in our church should feel connected to 
people in, above and below their age group. We are going to do this in a few 
ways…
Connect our youth to each other:
1. Have separate meetings of middle schoolers and high schoolers on Sunday 
evenings. 
Why? To build a sense of ownership amongst a smaller range of ages. (see 
schedule below) 
2. Have a massive ultra combined youth group gathering (6th-12th grade) 
once a month with South Jacksonville Presbyterian youth group. 
Why? This is an important way to connect our youth to the larger church!
Go out and serve: 
1. Each month a different type of service project will be offered for our youth 
to be involved in. Sometimes these will be on a Sunday evening and sometimes 
they will be midweek. 
Sunday Schedule for August 28, 2016 - January 8, 2017
5-6:30 pm, RPC Youth Building (729 Post St) unless otherwise stated. 
Middle School Youth Group = 6th - 8th Grade
High School Youth Group = 9th - 12th Grade
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“Wednesday Worship” is a monthly mid-week worship service with 
an openness to your gifts, your faith and your family. Thoughtfully 
creative and informal in style, this service follows our fellowship 
dinner and engages body, mind and spirit. Children and adults of all 
ages welcome. Nursery provided.

Wednesday Worship Schedule
5:15-6 pm Music Maker (K-2nd) and Alleluia  (3rd-5th) Choirs 
5:45-6:20 pm Dinner 
6:20-7 pm Wednesday Worship for all ages

Our 2016-17 Worship Themes: 
Turning Points in the Old Testament

October 5  Jonah and the Whale
November 2 Trapped Spies and a Daring Rescue
December 7  A Royal Selection
January 11  David and Goliath
February 8  The Amazing Esther
March 8   Starting Over
April 5  Noah and the Ark

** Our regular Wednesday Night Fellowship
 begins September 7  

and includes dinner and classes/activities for all ages. 
See pages 13-15 for detailed information.

** Wednesday Night Worship



Wednesday Night Adult Electives
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Caring for Our Community
Kissling	Hall	(stage	side)
We are called to care for our community and the people in it. We will 
learn about organizations and people in our community that care for 
our community. We will also learn how our church is involved in these 
organizations and how we can be involved personally. The following 
organizations will present: Lee High School, Angelwood, Presbyterian 
Social Ministries, Sulzbacher, Tradition House and we will learn about 
Jacksonville’s tree canopy by representatives from JEA and Public Trust 
Environment Legal Institute of Florida.

Gentle Yoga
Education	Building:	Thompson	Parlor													Teacher:	Carol	Proctor
A very gentle yoga class, consisting of yoga postures, breathe work and 
meditation. You will need a yoga mat and a towel.

Stepping Stones Mosaics Class
Education	Building:	Stained	Glass	Studio														Teacher:	Joe	Eberly
Using poured concrete technique, create stepping stones, using scrap 
stained glass, into designs of your choice. A material fee of $30 will be 
charged. Meets Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 pm, Sep 7-28 (4 weeks). Please 
call the church office if you are interested.

Wednesday nights at Riverside are a time of food, fellowship, music 
and learning for the whole congregation. 

Wednesday Night Schedule
5:15-6 pm Music Maker (K-2nd) and Alleluia  (3rd-5th) Choirs 
5:45-6:30 pm Dinner 
6:20-7:30 pm Children’s Programs-CREATE and Recreation
6:30-7:30 pm Youth and Adult Programs 

Wednesday Night Fellowship
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Preschool children enjoy a time of Bible story, activity and play.

NEW Children’s Choirs 
5:15-6 pm each Wednesday
Riverside will start two new Children's Choirs this fall-Music Makers 
Choir (K-2nd grade) and Alleluia Choir (3rd-5th grade). Children will 
learn about music, faith and themselves by making music, singing, 
playing instruments and games. Fall Session runs through December 
7. There will also be a Winter/Spring Session.

Fall Unit:  CREATE/Recreation 
6:20-7:30 pm: Claudia Coley will help children learn Bible stories 
and truths and create ways to share those stories in Wednesday and 
Sunday worship. Children will also have a time of recreation outside.

 

Winter Unit:  Celebrations
During this unit, we celebrate Halloween, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas with fun, fellowship, food and worship. Each event takes 
place after the 5:45 pm dinner and ends by 7:30 pm.

10/26 Shiver at the River Fall 
Festival

11/16 Thanksgiving Dinner

11/2 Wednesday Worship 11/30 Caroling
11/9 Church-wide Service 

Project
12/7 Wednesday Worship

Children: K–5th Grade

Preschool

Wednesday Night Fellowship

9/7 CREATE & Recreation 10/5 Wednesday Worship
9/14 CREATE & Recreation 10/12 CREATE & Recreation
9/21 CREATE & Recreation 10/19 CREATE & Recreation
9/28 CREATE & Recreation
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Wednesday Night Fellowship

After dinner, youth go outside to the Rice Sports Zone to play games 
until 6:30 pm. 

Middle School and High School “Encounter Groups” will be held in 
729 Post St. (Youth Building) from 6:30-7:30 pm. 

Encounter Groups will be focusing on one theme per month. These 
themes will coincide with the upcoming theme for Wednesday 
Worship. Our goal is to learn how to express (in many forms) what we 
have learned or are learning in the worship service.

This is a great way for our middle and high school youth to be 
involved in worship perhaps through music, liturgy, prayer, dance or 
drama. 

Leaders: Breanna Sooter, Virginia Hunt and Brooke Rice

6th-8th grade and 9th-12th grade
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Presbyterian Women
We are a church-wide organization for all women of the church 
committed to nurturing our faith through prayer, service and 
Bible Study. 
Circle Information Bible Study Bible Moderators
Circle 1: 1st Mon 
1pm; Church Library

The Really Bad Girls of 
the Bible

Bookie  Ziegler
389-2306

Circle 2: 2nd Wed 
6:15 pm; EB Rm 304

Who is Jesus Bible 
Study

Jeanette Hoffman
387-3500

Circle 3: 1st Mon
10:30 am; Bittinger

Who is Jesus Bible 
Study

Carol Schoenberger
724-0539

Circle 4: 1st Mon
10:30 am; Mbr Homes

Bad Girls of the Bible 
by Liz Curtis Higgs

Eleanor Carswell
384-1282

Circle 5: 1st Mon
10 am; Church Library

Becoming Wise by 
Krista Tippett

Karla Newton
571-5687

Annual Presbyterian Women’s Gatherings
Annual Gathering       Date     Time  
Salad Luncheon  8/29/2016      10:30 am-12:30 pm
Gathering   11/14/2016      10:30 am-12:30 pm
Gathering   2/13/2017      10:30 am-12:30 pm
Annual Meeting  5/8/2017      6-8 pm

Monthly Men’s Gathering
1st	Tuesday	of	each	month	at	7	am																Facilitator:	Rev.	Bill	Hoff
Begins	on	Tuesday	September	6	in	Bittinger	Hall
Men of the church and the community are invited to this monthly 
gathering. There will be coffee and a light breakfast with a chance for 
fellowship followed by a meaningful and relevant devotion. 
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Meditation
Education	Building:	Room	312                      Facilitator:	Nancy	Splane
Sunday 9:30 AM   Meditation Room (312)   Education Building
Monday 8:30 AM  Meditation Room (312)   Education Building

(Also: St. Vincent’s Spirituality Center - Wednesday noon)

Both experienced meditators & beginners are welcome. Come weekly 
or drop in – as in the meditation itself, nothing is expected or required. 
If you’re new, we’ll provide an introduction.
Our time together includes music, readings and silence. You may 
think you can’t do this – we all thought that at first and discovered that 
although it isn’t always easy to keep at it, you don’t have to be a monk 
to meditate. Go to wccm.org, The World Community for Christian 
Meditation, to learn more about this ancient Christian practice or call 
Nancy at 502-2633.

Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study 
Beginning	on	September	7			10-11:15	am													
Education	Building:	Church	Library																					Rev.	Dr.	Steve	Goyer
										
Join this Wednesday Women’s Bible Study in the church library. We will 
start out with meditation exercises and prayerful worship and move 
to teaching and discussion of the week’s Lectionary sermon passage 
to be preached on Sunday. This will involve an understanding of Luke 
through and up to the first Sunday of Advent, and then Matthew will be 
the focus. 

Young Adult Women’s Small Group
Monday	at	7:30pm	till	9ish	(Bi-weekly)		 	 						Jessica	Andes
Meets	in	different	homes
									

Women in their 20s and 30s are all welcome to come to this small 
group. We are currently studying women of the Bible but also spend 
time sharing about our lives, eating snacks and learning how women of 
the Bible’s lives connect to our own. The Sunday bulletin will note the 
location before each small group but you can also call / text the group 
leader, Jessica Andes for small group info. (407) 488-7886

Weekday Opportunities



Loss and Transition Support Group
Provides support to members who are going through difficult 
times in their lives. Contact	Loretta	Cotten	at	904-888-6228	or	
mikenloretta@bellsouth.net

Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA) This group 
meets in the Youth Building (729 Post St) on Tuesday evenings at 6 
pm, Thursday evenings at 6 pm and on Saturday mornings at 11 am. 

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) This group meets in 
Bittinger Hall on Mondays at 8 pm

Memory Care Caregiver’s Support Group  This 
group meets in the Thompson Parlor every 3rd Monday of the month 
from 1:30–2:30 pm The group is designed to provide support for the 
caregivers of loved ones with dementia.

Support and Care Groups
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Special Christian Education Events

Visiting Theologians for 2017
Andrew Root & Phillip Jenkins

Andrew Root
Saturday	February	25	-	Sunday	February	26
Dr. Root, one of the leading scholars in youth ministry and practical 
theology in the world, will come to Jacksonville and speak about 
youth culture and ministry. Dr. Root is Associate Professor of Youth 
and Family Ministry at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN.

Phillip Jenkins
Date to be determined
In conjunction with St. John’s Cathedral, Riverside is also planning to 
bring Phillip Jenkins to Jacksonville. Philip Jenkins is Distinguished 
Professor of History at Baylor, and serves as Co-Director for the 
Program on Historical Studies of Religion in the Institute for Studies 
of Religion. He is one of the world’s leading religion scholars. An 
historian by training, Jenkins’ work has been lauded in many different 
disciplines including sociology, criminology and religious studies.

Life Vision Workshop for Couples 25-40(ish)
Saturday	November	12	-	Sunday	November	13
This workshop is designed to support and encourage married couples 
as they reflect on the challenges of life - career, relationships, marriage, 
family, faith - and to outline a strategic framework that will facilitate 
the kind of thought-provoking self-examination that is critical in 
achieving clarity of purpose and direction.

20
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Women’s Getaway with Rev. Sharol Hayner
Saturday	March	11	-	Sunday	March	12
Join us for a weekend of renewal at Marywood Retreat Center in St. 
Johns Florida. Rev. Sharol Hayner will be the retreat leader.

Men’s Retreat with Les Comee and Bill Hoff
Saturday	January	14-Sunday	January	15
Join us for a weekend of fellowship and fun at Marywood Retreat 
Center in St. Johns Florida. Retreat led by Les Comee and Rev. Bill 
Hoff.

Church-wide Retreat
Saturday	April	29	-	Sunday	April	30
With the fast pace of our lives, the one thing that suffers most is our 
relationships. This weekend is designed to enable us to breathe deep of 
God’s creation and re-connect with church, family, God and self. There 
are great activities for all ages in a relaxed and comfortable setting at 
Camp Montgomery.

Special Christian Education Events

Wonders of Worship for 1st graders
Sundays	9:30-10:30	am	September	11-October	16
This program, specifically for 1st graders, teaches children about 
all aspects of worship and prepares them to be full participants in 
worship. They learn how to read a hymnal and follow along in the 
bulletin and study the Lord’s Prayer and much more. At the conclusion 
of their class, 1st graders will be presented with Bibles in worship and 
will be invited to be full participants in the worship service.

Special Programming 
for Children and their Families



Special Program
m

ing

22

Special Programming 
for Children and their Families (cont). 

Riverside Play Group 

BLAST (5th graders)

Kids Create

For	Kindergarteners	and	Younger
Riverside Play Group is a time of fellowship and fun for children ages 
birth to 5 years old and their families. The playgroup is a fantastic way 
to meet other parents while your children make new friends. Siblings 
are welcome.  PLAY DATES:  Saturdays on Oct 8, Jan 8, Apr 8

Beginning	in	January	2017
BLAST is a youth program designed to help 5th graders transition into 
youth group. BLAST meets monthly January through May immediately 
following the 11 am worship service for a variety of activities such as 
scavenger hunts, service projects, pool parties and more.

Sundays	in	worship	after	Faith	Sharing	with	Children
Each week during the 11 am worship service, we offer this program for 
children ages 2-Kindergarten. Children are released from worship after 
Faith Sharing with Children. Children meet on the first floor of the 
Williams Building where they play, learn Bible stories, eat a snack and 
more until the conclusion of the worship service.

Riverside Presbyterian Mother’s Lunch
This is a gathering of mothers who have young children. They meet on 
the first Wednesday or Thursday of each month for food, fellowship and 
meaningful discussion. The group meets at 11:30 am in the Education 
Building Room 312.

 Thursday September 1  Thursday January 12
 Wednesday October 5  Wednesday February 1
 Thursday November 3  Thursday March 2
 Wednesday December 7 Thursday April 6



Special Youth Programming

We have weekend events/retreats throughout the school year and week-
long trips for middle and high school students throughout the summer. 
Fundraising events sponsored by the Youth Committee support these special 
experiences. 

Wednesdays: Prayer Lunch with Riverside Presbyterian Day School 
(RPDS) 6th graders in 729 Post St.(Youth Building) 
1st and 3rd Thursdays, Senior Breakfast, with Breanna and Bill. 
Info will be sent directly to 12th grade families with dates and times.  

August 28: Youth Ministry Program Kickoff. 5-6:30 pm with dinner for 
all 6th-12th Grade youth and their families!

October 15-16: Middle School Retreat
For all 6th - 8th graders at Camp Montgomery

Service Projects
October 13: Confirmation class serving dinner at Sulzbacher Center
October 22: Tree Planting (more details on page 39) 
October 30: 5-6:30 pm at RPC 
November 10: Youth Group serving dinner at Sulzbacher Center
November 20: 5-6:30 pm at RPC 

College Trips
We will be offering two college visit trips this year; one in the fall and 
one in the spring. These are focused for our high school juniors and 
seniors. Interested? Contact breanna.sooter@rpcjax.org

Questions about any youth activities or events? 
Please contact Breanna Sooter, Director of Youth Ministry

355-4585 x27 or breanna.sooter@rpcjax.org

Our monthly youth calendar will detail all of our retreats, trips and 
special events. To be added to the mailing list, please email 

breanna.sooter@rpcjax.org
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Community Life

Community Life serves Riverside Presbyterian Church by 
strengthening ties within the congregation in a spiritual and social 

atmosphere.  The role of connecting members is vital to the well-being 
of our church.  We accomplish this goal by providing church-wide 
programming and small group fellowship.  This committee plans, 

promotes, recruits and serves at numerous outings, gatherings and 
special events.  Would	you	like	to	be	a	part	of	planning	Community	
Life	activities?		Meetings	are	held	monthly	on	the	First	Tuesday	of	

each	month,	6–7	pm.		Come	join	us!

C
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Community Life

Bridge - For Young Adults & Middle Agers! 
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Holy Grounds
Each Sunday all are invited to stop by in Bittinger Hall for coffee, a 
snack and some quality time catching up with friends. Holy Grounds 
is also a great place to sign up for church events and hear about 
mission opportunities.   Holy Grounds is open from 9 am to briefly 
following the 11 am service. Want to help prepare Holy Grounds?  
Become one of our coffee angels!  Contact Jan Nicholas for more 
information.  

Dinners for 8
An opportunity to meet others and have dinner in small groups.  All 
adults welcome.  Please contact Jan Nicholas in the church office if you 
would like to join a group for 2016-2017.

Riversiders
A potluck held at a church member’s house for all adult members 
from 6-8 pm. These gatherings happen quarterly.  Matthew and Jessica 
Stevenson will host the first Riversiders on Sunday	October	16. 
Christmas Riversiders will be held on Saturday,	December	10, at the 
home of George and Judy Gabel.

•	 Pinch of Salt Dinners Out – September 9, 6-8:30 pm
•	 Adult Kickball and Picnic Dinner – October 2, 4:30-6:30 pm
•	 Women’s Ornament Exchange – December 15, 6-8:30 pm
•	 Potluck Dinner – February 10, 6-8:30 pm

Contact Jessica Stevenson at 904-568-4698 or jesnauman@yahoo.com



Community Life

Lunch and Learn 

The “Arts” at Riverside
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Each month, all church members and friends are invited to go on trips 
to all kinds of places, educational and cultural.  

Information about Lunch & Learn trips will be provided when they 
are available.

All-Church Sunday Meals 
Food and fellowship events held for the whole church:  Breadbasket 
donations defray the costs of meals.  
•	 Rally Day that includes Lunch – August 28, 2016
•	 Peacemaking Mission Fair Lunch - October 2, 2016
•	 Stewardship Lunch – November 6, 2016
•	 Christmas Concert & Dinner – December 4, 2016
•	 Palm Sunday Luncheon - April 9, 2017
•	 Patriotic Concert & Dinner – June 25, 2017 

The newly formed Art Team has chosen several exhibits for Bittinger 
Hall.  
•	 December 3-January 8 – Multi Media with the theme of “Holidays”
•	 April 22-May 21 – Photography with the theme of “Nature”

Contact Katie Eberly at 904-327-9749.



History at Riverside

Classes & Groups

Community Life
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•	 Stained Glass classes: Wednesday mornings and evenings in Art 
rooms

•	 Quilting group: Friday mornings on the 3rd floor of the Education 
building

•	 Community Bridge group: Thursdays, 10 am–2 pm in Bittinger 
Hall

Our church has a deep and vibrant history in the city.  Our viewable 
archives are stored in Room 310 in the Education building.  Time Line 
panels are installed in Bittinger Hall.  This fall, a FAMILY HEIRLOOM 
EXHIBIT will be happening in Bittinger Hall, August 28 – September 
18.  
Contact	Jan	Carr	904-252-2032	or	Stacey	Halkovitch	904-699-2910.
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Community Sports

Community Events

Riverside Presbyterian Basketball League

Reviving Baseball in the Inner-City (RBI) 
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Over 600 children, ages 6-14, participate in our developmental league, 
which is open to church members, Riverside Presbyterian Day School 
and the community at large. Registration opens September 15 and 
closes October 15.  The full season schedule is not available yet, how-
ever, practice usually starts in the middle of November and games start 
the first Saturday in December. 

Check out www.rpcbasketball.com for more info 
or contact J. T. Williamson, League Director, at basketball@rpcjax.org 
or Bill Hoff, Staff-Liaison, bill.hoff@rpcjax.org

Two weeks of free baseball camp is held every summer!  Children 
from the church and community are invited to come join in the fun 
while learning baseball skills and teamwork. Everyone is provided 
with free snacks and lunch.  Different adults offer a daily devotion.  
The camp ends with a free trip to watch the Jacksonville Suns play 
at Bragan Field! Camp for 2017 will begin in mid-June.

•	 Shiver	at	the	River	Carnival	of	Fun:	Wednesday, October 26, 
5:45-7:15 pm on Rice Sports Field. A free carnival with games, 
food, fun, and more for the church and community! 

•	 Thanksgiving	Dinner	with	the	Riverside	Presbyterian	
Apartments:	Wednesday, November 16, 5:30 pm in Kissling Hall 

•	 Shrove	Tuesday	Pancake	Supper:	February 28, 2017, 6 pm in 
Kissling Hall
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Music Ministry
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Riverside Presbyterian Church has a long tradition of thoughtful, 
formal, liturgical worship. We have had a deep sense of connection 
to the classical music of the church. Each week our Chancel	
Choir sings anthems, hymn-based compositions, choruses from 
major works and spirituals within the context of our worship. 
The Celebration	Choir performs about once a month, as do the 
Children’s	Choirs and Handbell	Choir. The  Wednesday	Night	
Instrumental	Ensemble performs once a month during Wednesday 
Night Worship. Additionally, several times a year, the musicians of 
our church present concerts. The Youth	Choir sings periodically 
through the year.

The music ministry at Riverside aims to deepen the worship 
experience, to educate and to inspire participation that opens people 
to God, both in the church and in the community. We would love for 
you to participate.
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Music Ministry
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Rehearsals
Wednesdays
Children’s	Choirs: 

Music Makers Choir (K-2nd Grade) 
 5:15-6 pm in Park Street Underground (Sanctuary basement)
Alleluia Choir (3rd-5th Grade) 
 5:15-6 pm in Choir Room (Sanctuary Basement) 

Wednesday	Night	Worship	Instrumental	Ensemble:
 4:30-5:30 pm in the Sanctuary

Hand	Bell	Choir: 
 6:30-7:30 pm in the Sanctuary

Thursdays
Celebration	Choir: 
 6:30-7:25 pm in the Choir Room (Sanctuary Basement)

Chancel	Choir: 
 7:30-9 pm in the Choir Room (Sanctuary Basement)

Sundays
Chancel	Choir: 
 10:15am in the Choir Room (Sanctuary Basement)

Youth	Choir: 
 Rehearsals will be set for special services. For more information  
 contact Breanna or Lois. 
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Concert	Schedule	for	2016-2017
October 5
Sanctuary

12 pm Music	at	Noon: Kamila Shahtakhtinski, piano; 
followed by a light lunch in Bittinger Hall

October 8
Sanctuary

3 pm Chamber Players of North Florida

October 30
Sanctuary

11 am In	Remembrance: All Saints Worship led by the 
Chancel Choir 

November 13
Sanctuary

3 pm Community	Concert	Two	Piano	Concert: Alan 
Ragan, Michael Mastronicola, Andrew Clarke, 
Michael Dell

December 4
Sanctuary

5 pm A	Festival	of	Advent	and	Christmas	Music:	
Choirs, Soloists, and Handbells celebrate the Season 

December 7
Sanctuary

12 pm Music	at	Noon: Andrew Clarke-Christmas 
Piano and Organ Improvisations

December 18
Sanctuary

11 am Lessons	and	Carols	(during worship)

December 24
Sanctuary

8 pm Christmas	Meditations: Prelude to 8:30 pm 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship

January 29
Kissling Hall

3 pm Community	Concert: JB Scott’s Swingin’ All 
Stars. Concert & refreshments; Chicago Swing/
New Orleans style Jazz Ensemble

February 1
Sanctuary

12 pm Music	at	Noon:	TBA
(followed by a light lunch in Bittinger Hall)

February 26
Kissling Hall

3 pm Community	Concert: “Broadway and More with 
Anita Jones and Tim Rippey”

April 2
Sanctuary

5 pm Community	Concert:	“Carmina Burana” by Carl 
Orff.	Jacksonville University choirs and percussion 
ensemble, directed by Dr. Timothy Snyder

May 3
Sanctuary

12 pm Music	at	Noon:	Eda Schlyam. Lecture & recital; 
piano

May 21
Sanctuary

3 pm Community	Concert:	Don Thompson Chorale, 
directed by Hugh Patterson

June 25
Sanctuary

5 pm Concert	of	Patriotic	and	American	Music: 
Followed by dinner in Kissling Hall
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Special Music Events
Free	Community	Concerts	are performed in the Sanctuary or 
Kissling Hall on Sunday afternoons and Wednesdays (Music at Noon) 
throughout the school year. “Music at Noon” (formerly Wednesday 
Happenings) is followed by a light luncheon in Bittinger Hall. Please 
call for lunch reservations.



Community Outreach

Our goal is to provide volunteers and financial aid to ministries, 
missions and organizations in our surrounding community; and to 
support those ministries and programs we feel provide the best and 

largest impact for the areas in which they serve. 
 

Would you like to be a part of planning Community Outreach 
activities?  Meetings are held monthly on the Second 

Wednesday of each month, 4:30 – 5:30 pm.  
Come Join Us!
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Community Outreach

The missions & ministries we currently support:

Alternative	Gift	Market: will be held this year in Bittinger Hall on Sunday 
November 13.  This market provides an on-campus opportunity for our 
congregation to direct some of their holiday spending to help others in need 
and raise awareness of and funds for our participating agencies, both locally 
and globally.  Help organize, volunteer the day of, or just come with wallet 
and your Christmas shopping list in mind. 
Contact:		Jan	Nicholas,	904-355-4585,	or	jan.cox@rpcjax.org

Angelwood: The mission of Angelwood is to improve the quality of life 
for children and adults with disabilities and their families. Volunteers help 
maintain their group homes or support their summer day camp. 
Contact:	Diane	Tuttle,	904-708-0844

Caring	Tree: For over 16 years, RPC has worked with neighborhood schools 
and organizations to find families in need.  People from the church and Day 
School anonymously help these families celebrate Christmas by providing 
gifts and food.  Volunteers are needed to help organize, purchase, sort and 
deliver the gifts during November and December each year.  Caring Tree 
Sunday will be December 11 this year.  
Contact:	Jo	Pratt-Dannals,	904-356-9224

Children’s	Enrichment	Workshop	(CEW):  A coalition of Riverside schools, 
churches and businesses working together to provide positive enrichment 
activities for school students.  Currently, besides attending CEW meetings, 
RPC provides three field days in the spring, one per school for West, Central 
and Fishweir Elementary schools, as well as providing school office supplies. 
An after-school Art Class has been taught by Dale Child. 
Contact:	Merle	Lear,	904-387-6245

Downtown	Ecumenical	Services	Council	(DESC):	Headquartered in the 
basement of First Presbyterian Church downtown. It is supported by RPC 
and several other churches who have come together to provide emergency 
services for people living on the financial edge.  Help includes referrals to 
appropriate agencies, groceries, clothing and one-time assistance with rent, 
utility or mortgage payments.  Volunteers are needed to answer the phone 
and to help with clothing distribution.	Contact:	Dave	Tuttle,	904-563-3358
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Community Outreach
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Habijax	(Habitat	for	Humanity):  Jacksonville’s Habitat for Humanity 
affiliate program.  RPC has been involved in building and remodeling 
Habijax homes since the program began in Jacksonville in the late 1980s. The 
houses are newly constructed or renovated.  Volunteers are needed at many 
times of the year for all aspects of building and renovating, preparing lunches 
or doing landscape and yard work. Contact:	Joe	Eberly,	904-465-4078

ICARE		(Interfaith	Coalition	for	Action,	Reconciliation	and	
Empowerment):	ICARE provides an opportunity to walk humbly with 
people from diverse ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds to identify 
pressing community issues and to seek ways to hold the political and 
economic systems accountable for fairness in our communities.  Current 
interest areas are juvenile justice, homelessness, jobs and ex-offender reentry. 
Contact	Dana	Riley,	904-673-1613

I.M.	Sulzbacher	Center	for	the	Homeless: Provides shelter, meals and 
health care to adults and children.  Adults are also given job counseling.  
RPC is one of many organizations that prepares and serves a dinner meal 
once each month at the Center for over 400 people. Volunteers are needed to 
help cook and serve on the second Thursday of the month. 
Contact:	Betty	Rosenbloom,	904-389-6893

Lee	High	School	Math	Mentors: A new mission outreach opportunity is 
focusing on Lee High School. The first goal is to provide academic support 
(one-on-one tutors for students focusing on mathematics in the beginning).  
The second is Spiritual guidance, through Young Life, to provide adult 
friendships and a positive peer group where kids can experience God’s love 
and learn to value their own future. 
Contact:	Ed	Pratt-Dannals,		904-662-4226

Lunch	Buddies	(formerly	PALS):	A mentoring program which provides at-
risk children with one-on-one mentors at West Riverside Elementary.  Each 
mentor and child spends 30 minutes to an hour a week, during the school 
day, playing games, reading books or focusing on academic, behavioral or 
social skills.  There are always more students who need buddies than can be 
provided.
Contact:	Jean	Grant-Dooley,	904-859-0359	or	Bud	Para,	904-651-0814
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Community Outreach
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Meals	on	Wheels: Serving meals to shut-ins in the Riverside, Avondale and 
Murray Hill areas for over 30 years. The program operates out of a room in 
the Church Education building. Contact:	Jan	Nicholas,	904-355-4585	x25

The	Mustard	Seeds:	This group’s mission is making the landscaping around 
Riverside look just a little better.  Oh, yes, we do have some “mow, blow and go” 
guys but they don’t do the little things like sprinkling a bit of fertilizer when it’s 
needed or trimming dead material out of plants or pruning back things that are 
overgrown. The work is only occasional and we have lots of fun while we work!  
Interested? Look for our table on Rally Day and sign up. 
Contact Jane Miller, 904-613-5219

Pastoral	Counseling	Services:	Balancing Life, Love and Peace.  Helping 
people do this is the aim of Pastoral Counseling Services.
Contact:	Lou	Lothman,	904-398-2437

RBI	(Reviving	Baseball	to	the	Inner	City): Community Life and 
Community Missions Committees work together to provide two weeks of 
summer camp baseball experience for neighborhood and church children.  
Baseball, devotionals and lunch provide fun and recreation and time for 
children to get to know one another. 
Contact:	Jan	Nicholas,	904-355-4585	x25

Riverside	Tradition	House: Founded in 1971, provides temporary residence 
to recovering alcoholic men.  Residents are required to attend two Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings a week.  Professional counseling and rehabilitation are 
offered.  Church members serve on the board of Directors and help with a 
variety of volunteer efforts. Contact:	Cliff	Huber,	904-772-1564

Riverside	Presbyterian	Apartments	and	House: Built by the church in 
the 1960’s with low interest government financing to provide residential 
facilities for older adults.  They are now owned and managed by Presbyterian 
Retirement Communities.  Presbyterian Women provide monthly socials and 
the Church staff conducts weekly worship/devotional services.  Residents are 
also provided transportation to worship and outings.
Contact:	Jan	Nicholas,	904-355-4585	x25C
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Community Outreach
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Riverside	Presbyterian	Day	School: Founded in 1948 so a Christian 
education could be included in a child’s academic education. Over 500 
students are currently enrolled in the programs beginning with 3 year old 
Pre-School up through 6th grade. As a shared campus between RPC and 
RPDS, we are thankful to partner together in new and creative ways. 
Project Leads is a joint project designed to teah 6th graders about being 
leaders in service to the community.  Contact:	RPDS	School	Office	or	
Palmer	Bell,	904-353-5511

Presbyterian	Social	Ministries	(PSM):	A ministry that brings volunteer 
groups to Jacksonville for mission work.  The ministry also partners with 
DESC to provide clothing for people in need.  PSM assists groups and 
congregation members with finding needed volunteer activities.  PSM 
relocated to Murray Hill Presbyterian Church earlier this year.
Contact:	Dave	Tuttle,	904-563-3358

Salvation	Army	Red	Kettle	Drive: An activity in early December to raise 
money for Salvation Army programs.  RPC supplies bell ringers to help. 
Contact:	Arden	Brugger,	904-356-8400

Sanctuary	on	8th	Street: Provides an after-school program to assist 50-60 
elementary school children with activities.  Examples of activities include 
helping with homework, drama, art and field trips.  Since 1992, RPC has 
contributed volunteers as well as financial support for the social, physical 
and educational enrichment of disadvantaged youth in the Springfield 
neighborhood just north of downtown.  
Contact:	Rick	Cartlidge,	904-356-3588

Trinity	Food	Pantry: offers food to hungry families in the Riverside area.  
The program is operated out of the Trinity Lutheran Church.
Contact:	Jan	Nicholas,	904-355-4585	x25
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37

G
lo

ba
l O

ut
re

ac
h



Global Outreach & Peacemaking
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Partnerships in Haiti 
Riverside is a congregational partner of Fonkoze, an amazing micro-
finance cooperative to help provide education, literacy and small loans 
to women in Haiti (www.fonkoze.org). Our goal is to be a catalyst 
for local congregations to join forces to provide greater impact on 
the poverty and lives of women in Haiti. We do this by providing 
education, travel and fundraising opportunities throughout the 
year.  You can even travel to Haiti in February 2017 to see Fonkoze’s 
“staircase out of poverty” with your own eyes.  Turn in your collected 
loose change to the woven baskets in the Narthex on the first Sunday 
of each month to support Fonkoze’s “Ti Kredi” or “Little Credit” 
program for women.

Also, Riverside supports PCUSA missionaries in Haiti. 

Contact:		
Rebecca	Langer,	904-432-7839	or	Michael	Fisher,	904-389-3745

Peacemaking Sunday 
Sunday	October	2
Our partnership with the Haitian Micro-finance organization Fonkoze 
will be highlighted.  The Sun Ray Theater will offer a special showing 
of “Father Joseph”, a moving documentary about the founder of 
Fonkoze.
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Global Outreach & Peacemaking
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Alternative Gift Fair 
Sunday	November	13
An Alternative Gift Market will be held this year in Bittinger Hall 
on Sunday November 13. This market provides an on-campus 
opportunity for our congregation to direct some of their holiday 
spending to help others in need and raise awareness of and funds for 
our participating agencies, both locally and globally. Help organize, 
volunteer the day of, or just come with wallet and your Christmas 
shopping list in mind.
Contact:	Jan	Nicholas,	904-355-4585	x	25	or	jan.cox@rpcjax.org

PCUSA Mission Co-Workers
Mission Co-workers are supported with monthly financial 
contributions as well as emails, cards, letters and the prayers of our 
congregation. When they are on furlough in the United States, we 
try to get them to come visit our congregation or presbytery to share 
about their ministry and contexts. We currently support:

Haiti: Mark Hare & Jenny Bent
Malawi: Jim and Jodi McGill
South Sudan: Shelvis and Nancy Smith-Mather

Earth Care
Riverside is an “Earth Care” congregation. On Saturday, October 
22, Riverside will sponsor a tree-planting at a public park in our 
community.  The “Earth Care” team is open to your participation and 
engagement as we strive to be faithful stewards of God’s creation.
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Special Offerings
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The Peace and Witness Offering 
Sunday	October	2
World Communion Sunday is the occasion for this offering which 
supports works of peace and reconciliation locally and around the 
world.

Christmas Joy Offering 
Sunday	December	18	
This offering supports two programs of our national church. Half 
of the offering provides assistance to active and retired church 
workers and their spouses. The other half supports scholarships at 
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges through the 
General Assembly Mission Council. 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
Sunday	April	16
This special offering enables our church to quickly respond to natural 
disasters and emergencies in the US and world-wide. This offering 
brings food, medical supplies and rebuilding expertise to those in 
critical need.

Pentecost Offering 
Sunday	June	4	
The Pentecost Offering provides a direct way to meet the needs of 
children, youth and young adults. We support the ministries for at-risk 
youth in Jacksonville and around the country.

For more information about any of these special offerings, go to 
www.specialofferings.pcusa.org	or	contact	Bill	Hoff
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Missional Staff

Support Staff

Staff

Pastor
The Rev. Dr. W. Stephen Goyer
904-355-4585 x19
steve.goyer@rpcjax.org

Associate	Pastor	of	
Youth	&	Families
The Rev. Bill Hoff
904-355-4585 x11
bill.hoff@rpcjax.org

Music	Director
Dr. Lois Gurney
904-355-4585 x20
lois.gurney@rpcjax.org

Director	of	Education	
Emily Heeg
904-355-4585 x15
emily.heeg@rpcjax.org

Director	of	Community	Life	&	
Community		Outreach 
Jan Nicholas
904-355-4585 x25
jan.cox@rpcjax.org 

Director	of		Youth	Ministry
Breanna Sooter 
904-355-4585 x27
breanna.sooter@rpcjax.org 

Business	Administrator
Jack Higson
904-355-4585 x14
jack.higson@rpcjax.org

Pastor’s	Administrative	Assistant
Letha Mann
904-355-4585 x22
letha.mann@rpcjax.org

Senior	Administrative	Assistant
Jennie Bibb
904-355-4585 x16
j.bibb@rpcjax.org

Administrative	Assistant
Jan Carr
904-355-4585 x10
jan.carr@rpcjax.org

Accountant
Cheryle Busack
904-355-4585 x17
cheryle.busack@rpcjax.org

Sexton
Michael Lane

Custodian
Ognjen Adamovic

Nursery	Manager	
Mary O’Brien

Kitchen	Ministries	Coordinator
Mersida Porcic

904-355-4585
Bittinger Kitchen x21
Kissling Kitchen   x30
Copy Room   x26
Stained Glass   x13
Nursery    x29
Volunteer              x12



Session

April 2017-April 2019
Class	of	2018
Collier, Glenda  
Gabel, George   
Harbison, Stuart  
Prince, Ryan   
Rosenberg, Mark  
Verlander, Scotty

Class	of	2019
Creed, Rebecca 
Edwards, Jen  
Garman, Matthew 
Pierson, Dave  
Sapora, Cheryl  
Spuhler, Mary  
McGeorge, Kendall- 
Youth Elder (c/0 2017)

Class	of	2017	
Eberly, Joe   
Wheeler, Will  
Hampton, Darlene  
Harding, Kae   
Para, Kathy   
Pratt-Dannals, Ed  
 

Deacons

April 2017-April 2019
Class	of	2017
Althuis, Margot 
Corbett, Sena 
Grisnik, Debbie 
Lear, Merle 
Mixon, Ken            
Pomar, Jane 
Robertson, Judy

Class	of	2018
Cotten, Loretta 
Crabtree, John (JW) 
Hillard, Brandon  
Howey, Bill 
Mason, Ron 
Morrow, Susan 
Polito, Elise 
Romig, Becky 

Class	of	2019
Bath, Barbara
Crumpler, Debbie
Gittings, Bobbie
Hunt, Virginia
McDonald, Sherry
Stevenson, Jessica
Weaver, Karen

Board of Trustees

April 2017-April 2019

Class	of	2019
Hampton, Wade
Pierson, Debbie
Pomar, Gil

Class	of	2018
Harbison, Mark
McGeorge, Amy
Walker, Vance

Class	of	2017
Eyrick, Chris
Platt, Tommy
Weaver, Matt



Notes: 



Notes: 
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